
Isaiah 58:10 ESV  If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. 

Proverbs 28:27 ESV  Whoever gives to the poor will not want, but he who hides his eyes will get many a curse. 

     Blessings to All......Late 2010 Pam and I began to pray very intensely "Jabez Prayer,"
“Oh that you would bless me and enlarge my border,"  1 Chronicles 4:10A.   I really didn't know what that was going to look like but we did know that was our hearts desire and very comfortable that was the will of God for BWCM.  God really answered our prayers by opening doors to new villages in The North West parts of Nicaragua.  People often ask, "How do you find these villages?"  The answer is simple, travel a road that you know and turn right or left onto a dirt road you don't know and you'll find people somewhere.  We literally did that last week and GOD brought us into a village of around 350 people.  I think about the fact that in the last couple of weeks we have been introduced to several new villages.   That leads me to wonder, how many more are there and where are they?
     With those thoughts in mine I need to remind you of our Christmas Bag, "Manna Fest" program that is starting up this month and running through OCT.  Each year Pam and I spend Christmas in Nicaragua so we can distribute food bags and toys to as many as possible.  We are very thankful for all toys that have been given since early June and we will be able to supply at least one toy to several thousand children.  The food bags are very simple, I can purchase enough food from a local vendor to supply a family of  6 for about a week at a cost of $10.00.  The needs are great, last week our team was able to cook a hot meal for thousands and I'm pretty sure today they have nothing.  I ask a villager, how things are going and his answer was simple, "We are in very difficult times."
     This year we are asking Pastor's and friends of BWCM to help us in an unprecedented way.  Would you please set aside one Sunday and take up a special offering for, "Manna Fest?"  If all our friends (BWCM'S) would donate the price of eating out just one meal we could feed a family of six for 1 week.  I'm asking that you pray about what GOD would have you do and respond accordingly.
     May God be honored as we are obedient to the scriptures and "Feed The Hungry." 

When you see the desperation in their faces when you pull into a village, and then you see the hope in their faces as they line up to receive food, and then you see the smiles on their faces as you leave, you know you have been a part of something glorious that day. (Matthew 25:35-40)
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I can’t get two people out of my mind. The 10 month old child who was so hungry couldn’t help herself and reached her hand in the hot bowl just given to her mother and cried because it was so hot, nor the eyes of the old woman who stood in line for the only hot meal she would have for at least a month. God help me not to complain but to do something in Jesus name.
Dr. Bill Ashford
Associate Pastor, First Baptist Church, Roanoke, VA.


